COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 26th March 2002 there were present:-

Councillors
Mr. A. M. Lacey, Mayor





Mr. G. Sindrey, Deputy Mayor





Mrs. G. A. Camp





Dr. J. J. Camp





Mrs. M. S. Cox





Mr. C. T. Elsmore





Mr. C. Lusty





Mrs. J. A. Marrott





Mr. M. S. Morgan





Mr. P. A. Morgan





Miss. M. J. Shallcross





Mr. M. T. Weston



County Councillor Mr. P. Chamberlain



Gloucestershire Constabulary P. C. Rob Dix

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor C. P. Kay.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 26th February 2002 having been circulated were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct subject to the following amendment:-

Minute No. 194...should read displayed on the Clock Tower area.

Chairman A. M. Lacey, Mayor, introduced P. C. Dix who gave the following crime figures for the period 01/02/02 – 28/02/02.

Violence against a person

5  (of which 4 detected)

Burglary Dwelling


5

Burglary Non-Dwelling

3

Theft from Vehicle


2

Theft of Vehicle


1

Other Theft and Handling

5

Fraud and Forgery


7

Criminal Damage


6

Possession of Drugs


0

Notifiable Offences


0

P. C. Dix informed Members that as a whole, the crime trend in the area was generally going down.

Inspector K. Desbois sent his apologies for not being able to attend the meeting due to other commitments.  Members instructed the Clerk to invite the Inspector to the next Highways meeting which is to take place on Thursday 18th April at 2.00pm.

P. C. Dix requested that the press report that the Police are giving presentations to groups of elderly people on the subject of ‘Bogus Callers’, Neighbourhood Watch is also involved.  These presentations involve a 10-minute video and presentation, which has been issued by the Government.  If there are any groups that are interested in holding one of these presentations to contact P. C. Dix at Coleford Police Station.

P. C. Dix referred to the press cutting given to him at the previous monthly meeting, regarding the clampdown on skateboarders in Cheltenham.

After much discussion with Inspector Desbois, it was evident that the problem in Cheltenham was much greater than in Coleford.  This was due to a lot of the youths in Cheltenham being deliberately intimidating, and a number of them already having criminal records.  The ‘Public Order Act’ was not appropriate for use in Coleford.  It comes down to a highway issue, again, it is difficult to pin point what constitutes as a public highway.  To date there have been no injuries to pedestrians reported due to skateboarders.

There is a need to work with the young people of Coleford, to find them somewhere more appropriate to skate.  Members suggested the possible use of the District Council Carpark area, which is usually empty on weekends.  This needs to be looked into.

Councillor Mrs. M. S. Cox asked P. C. Dix if it was possible to introduce some portable speed reminders along Coalway Road.  P. C. Dix told Members that the mobile Police Unit has a laser speed gun which could be used.  The Gloucestershire Police as a whole are concentrating their efforts on major trunk roads to the North of the County due to there being 14 fatal accidents over an 18 month period.

P. C. Dix left the meeting at 7.30pm.

206.
PROMOTIONAL LEAFLETS – TOWN CENTRE EVENTS
Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott informed Members that the leaflets have proved very successful.  So much so that it was questioned if enough have been printed.  Members of the public have expressed that the leaflets are very good.  Due to the amount of leaflets that have been distributed, it is hoped that Coleford will benefit from a good turn out to the forthcoming ‘Carnival Of Transport’ event on Bank Holiday Monday 1st April.

207.
TOWN CENTRE BUNTING
The Clerk advised members that the bunting had now been put up – very kindly -  by volunteers from Coleford Fire Station.  Unfortunately, it is a little sparser than in previous years due to its diminishing condition.

On contacting the supplier of the bunting, the Clerk was informed that it was only designed to last one season, so the Town Council had been very fortunate to have been able to use it again for a third year.  The supplier suggested that tension wires might help in reducing the amount of stress put on the bunting.  The Clerk told Members that future requirements needed to be considered.

The Clerk asked Members to consider a donation being made to the Fire Benevolent Fund as a gesture to thank Coleford Fire Station Officers for their hard work. 

Resolved:  A donation of £200.00 to be made to the Fire Benevolent Fund.

208.
FLORAL TENDERS – TOWN CENTRE CONTRACT
The Clerk informed members at the previous monthly meeting that the Council had received two tenders for the floral contract. 

The Tenders were from: 

1. All Seasons Garden Care for the amount of £2700 with an indication of a 10% reduction.

2. Mr. Shane. R. Ball for the amount of £2000.

The Clerk informed Members that two references had been received in respect of Mr. Ball, one from Rehau, Ross-on-Wye and the other from Dean Close School, Cheltenham.  Both references were very impressive and informative.

Resolved:  The Members agreed that the Floral Tender be awarded to Mr. S. Ball.

209.
PLANNING GREEN PAPER – UPDATE FROM MEETING 12.03.02
Councillor Mrs. M. S. Cox gave an update on the Planning Green Paper which had been discussed at the last Planning Meeting on the 12th March 2002.

Councillor Cox apologised for the delay in submitting her report to go back to the DTLR. 

Resolved:  Councillor Cox to liase with the Deputy Clerk to send submission to the DTLR

210.
WHITECLIFF BROOK UPDATE

This issue was discussed at the Annual Parish Assembly.

Councillor Morgan reported on the recent Scrutiny Committee meeting that he had attended on 7th February 2002, at the District Council Offices regarding Whitecliff Brook. 

Welsh Water still maintained that the culvert at Whitecliff Brook was not a public sewer, as they were of the opinion that an insufficient number of properties had been connected to warrant the re-designation of the stream as a public sewer.

The District and County Councils contested this. Welsh Water had been shown old maps, which identified properties connected to the culvert.  The maps had shown far more properties than expected.  Consequently Welsh Water have agreed to co-fund the cost of going to counsel.

Regardless of the outcome of counsel’s opinion, it was agreed that some urgent work needed to be done.  The District Council have completed the removal of the collapsed section of the culvert along Newland Street, and the County Council had agreed to repair the damaged section of road shortly.

The sewerage would always be a problem in Whitecliff Brook, and radical work needs to be undertaken. To put the problems right is going to cost millions of pounds and the longer the situation goes on the more it will inevitably cost.

The sewerage problem is widespread in Coleford and the surrounding parishes, with pumping stations already working at capacity.  To ease the problem bigger sewers are needed or some of the sewers need diverting to other pumping stations in the area.

Councillor Mike Lacey instructed the Clerk to write to MP Diana Organ, and also to write to Welsh Water asking what steps are actively being taken to improve the sewerage system.

211. CONTRIBUTION TO MILE END CEMETERY
The Clerk advised members that further information had been received from the FODDC as a result of a letter that was sent to them on 8th March 2002 asking for more detailed information regarding the breakdown of charges for Mile End Cemetery.

The support services amount of £10680 had been broken down to include Central services and Technical Support Services, but with no further elaboration as to how these services are calculated.

Resolved:  The Clerk to request further breakdown from FODDC.

212. ST. JOHNS AMBULANCE – PERMISSION TO USE CLOCK TOWER AREA.
A letter has been received from St. Johns Ambulance seeking permission for the use of the Clock Tower area on Saturday 25th May for a recruitment drive. 

Resolved:  The Clerk to reply, giving permission for the use of the Clock Tower Area.

213. F.O.D.D.C – SHEEP GRAZING WITHIN THE STATUTORY FOREST OF DEAN
The Clerk advised Members that a copy of a new agreement had been received from the F.O.D.D.C on ‘Sheep Grazing within the Statutory Forest of Dean’.  It will be kept in the office for Member’s inspection.

214. F.O.D.D.C – ROAD CLOSURE REQUEST FOR CARNIVAL OF TRANSPORT.
The Clerk informed Members that a copy of a road closure request for the Carnival Of Transport had been received.  Permission for the road closure had already been granted and a copy of the Closure Order had been received.

215. MRS. S. HOARE, SPEECH HOUSE ROAD – REQUEST FOR STREET LIGHT
The Clerk advised Members that a letter had been received from Mrs. Hoare of Speech House Road, Broadwell requesting that an additional street light be erected along this road.  Accompanying it, was a letter of support from Diana Organ MP.

Resolved:  The Clerk to write to the County Council regarding this matter.

216. COLEFORD CHRISTIAN AID COMMITTEE – PERMISSION TO USE CLOCK TOWER AREA.
The Clerk advised Members that a letter had been received from Coleford Christian Aid Committee requesting permission to use the Clock Tower Area on Saturday 11th May to erect some stalls – with the proceeds going to Christian Aid.

Resolved:  Members instructed the Clerk to reply to request giving permission.

217. PLANS
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on the 12th March 2002 having been previously circulated were accepted as true record.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF1572/B (P321/02)

Erection of a weather shelter for
Members support the application

Broadwell AFC,


matchday football supporters and
subject to the provision of a sensor

The Hawthorns,


retention of portacabin for ground
security light being installed.

Poolway Road,


equipment storage.

Broadwell.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF4984/C (P313/02)

Erection of replacement 

No Objections

Ernest Heal & Sons,

workshops and erection of

South Road,


garages.

Broadwell.

DF1752/G (P344/02)

Change of use from public house 
No objections – Council regret loss

The Rising Sun,


to dwelling with minor

of amenity.

4, Poolway Road,


alterations.

Broadwell

DF1666/A (P343/02)

Alterations and extension to 
No Objections

Mr & Mrs Clarke, 

dwelling.

Burning Springs, 

Gorsty Knoll, Coleford

DF7990/B (P371/02)

Outline application for the 
Objection  - Access onto

Land at: -


erection of a pair of semi-

unadopted road.  Also will

2 Woodville Avenue,

detached two bedroomed 

add to already overloaded

Broadwell.


dwellings with ancillary works.
Sewerage system.

218. COLEFORD CARNIVAL OF TRANSPORT – THANK YOU LETTER
A letter has been received from the Secretary of Coleford Carnival of Transport thanking the Town Council for their generous support in awarding their recent grant of £1000.

219. ANGUS BUCHANAN VC MEMORIAL RECREATION GROUND – THANK YOU LETTER.
A letter has been received from the Treasurer of the Angus Buchanan Memorial Recreation Ground, thanking the Town Council for the recent grant monies awarded to them.

The grant was greatly appreciated after the investments made in new playground equipment which had depleted their reserves.

220. F.O.D.D.C. – WORKING TOGETHER IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE
The F.O.D.D.C has sent the Town Council a copy of ‘Working Together in Gloucestershire’.  The booklet is the result of a joint project between the Council, the County Council and the Police Authority to provide information about services, how they are performing and plans for the coming year.

The booklet will be kept in the office and is available for Members inspection.

221. BEST VALUE TRAVELLERS CONSULTATION
Gloucestershire County Council is carrying out a Best Value review of services to Travellers.  As part of the review, they are consulting a wide range of stakeholders including the general public, Travellers, council staff, public sector agencies, landowners and other organisations.

The Town Council has been asked to complete a brief questionnaire to be completed and returned by 8th April 2002.

Resolved:  Questionnaire completed and returned.

222. BANNER REQUEST – CARNIVAL OF TRANSPORT
The Clerk advised Members that a letter had been received from the Chairman of Coleford Carnival of Transport, requesting permission from the Town Council for the erection and display of sponsorship banners around the Clock Tower area.

Resolved:  Permission was granted for the use of the railings around the Clock Tower for Banners to be displayed whilst the road closure was in operation.

223.
MEMBERS REPORTS

Councillor M. S. Morgan reported to member’s that he has noticed some yellow paint on the Cross in the Town Centre.

Resolved:  The Clerk to arrange for the paint to be removed.

Councillor Morgan also commented on the bollards that were around the new buildings on Mushet Walk.  He is concerned that there would be a problem with Emergency Vehicle access. 

Councillor M. Weston told Members that the public footpath at the back of Newland Quarry was still closed.  He would like to know when it would be opened.

Resolved:  The Clerk to write to Julian Potter, Gloucestershire County Council.

Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott reported on ‘Dancing Through The Dean’.  It is proposed to put one of the stages on the lower side of the Clock Tower Area.  There will be Marshall’s directing traffic and pedestrians, however there is some concern over the crossing area outside Lloyds Bank, due to the siting of the stage.

Councillor Marrott also reported on a Tourism Seminar that she attended on the 25th March 2002.  The Government is stressing that the Forest of Dean needs to accept that they are in the South West Region. If we do not accept this, it will be difficult for the area to get funding.

Councillor Mrs. Marrott stressed that the Forest of Dean is an entity, with spectacular woodland areas.

Councillor Marrott also informed Members that the official opening of the ‘Mushet Walkway’ would be Sunday 26th May 2002.

Councillor Mrs. M. S. Cox reported on the recent Coleford Partnership Meeting.  The attendance was excellent and progress made.  The ‘Planning For Real’ document was discussed, and plans made to organise an event in May to promote public involvement.
Councillor Cox also reported on the Halls Charity.  She advised Councillors that the committee are examining the best options for re-investment of the funds to provide optimum returns.  She assured the meeting that any movements of funds would be done in a proper and legal manner.

Councillor G. Sindrey reported to Members that the new cycle stands had now been put in position.  He suggested that the finger posts are altered to reflect this, and also the damaged finger posts replaced.

224.
IN COMMITTEE REPORTS
Deputy Clerk Post

The recommendations from the Office Sub-Committee held on Friday 22nd March, regarding the Deputy Clerk Post were circulated for Members information.

Resolved:  Members resolved to extend the Deputy Clerks probation until Friday 28th June 2002.

225. ACCOUNTS

C. Bath – Settlement







3231.25

SLCC Publications – Audit Reference Book




      9.95

Mrs. J. Marrott – Travelling Expenses




      7.86

E. Heal & Sons – Gravedigging





  231.25

FODDC – Coleford Cemetery Charges Final Payment


1076.40

FODDC – Mile End Cemetery to 31.12.01




1522.25

H. Gane – Travelling Expenses





    18.75

S. Pritchard (incl. Cleaning 81.66)





1177.88

C. Wilkins








  432.08

H. Gane








  600.43

Inland Revenue







  407.03

GCC Pensions








  358.54

PJ & PD Adams – Various






  954.05

E. Heal & Sons – Grave Digging





  262.50

Cygnet Designs – Town Centre Events Leaflets



  997.00

H & H Associates – Print Cartridge D. Thornton (Leaflets)


    30.99

Forest Pine – Mayoral Board






  265.00

Mrs. C. Grail – Bus Shelter Cleaning





    30.00

F. J. Thomas – Bus Shelter Cleaning
(3)




    90.00

Mrs. Roberts – Bus Shelter Cleaning





    30.00

G. White – Bus Shelter Cleaning (2)





    40.00

E. Heal & Sons – Emptying Bins/Fallen Tree in Cemetery


  111.63

Office Star – Stationery






    54.59

All Seasons Garden Care – Town Centre Flowers



  187.50

GRCC Membership







    25.00

Petty Cash








    70.00

FODDC – HERS Grant y/e 2002





6000.00

INCOME

Current Account
07/03/02
Ernest Heal & Sons (Marshall)



258.00

20/03/02
KGV Rent (01/11/01 – 30/04/02)



200.00

21/03/02
Ernest Heal & Sons (Merry)




114.00

28/03/02
Ernest Heal & Sons (Howells)



  54.00

28/03/02
Ernest Heal & Sons (Watkins)



  54.00

High Interest Account

11/03/02
Gross Credit Interest




           153.32

15/03/02
Norwich Union Dividend




 46.23

27/03/02
Norwich Union Dividend




 12.13

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.56pm
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